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IMPERIAL PANORAMA 1980
DON MEE CHOI

“Imperial Panorama” and “Critique of Violence,” Walter Benjamin
AKTUELLE KAMERA, German Democratic Republic, 22.5.1980

Indictment to the World: White Paper on Atrocious Kwangju Genocide,
issued by the Central Committee of the Revolutionary Party for Reunifica-
tion, Pyongyang, Korea, 10.6.1980

BAFIE Busan Ilbo, 19.5.1980
“Miami Riot Continues,” Washington Post, 19.5.1980

= One of the great attractions of the travel scenes found in the Imperial
Panorama was that it did not matter where you began the cycle = AM VOR-
ABEND DES JUGENDFESTIVALS IN KARL-MARX-STADT On the eve of the
youth festival in Karl-Marx-Stadt = DIE SOMMERSPIELE IN MOSKAU The
summer games in Moscow = DER WARSCHAUER VERTRAG The Warsaw
Treaty = SANKTIONEN GEGEN IRAN Sanctions against Iran = DIE US
KRIEGSMARINE IM PERSISCHEN GOLF The US Marines in the Persian Gulf
= DANISCHE SPORTLER Danish athletes = AUCH LUXEMBURG Also Luxem-
bourg = But there was a small, genuinely disturbing effect that seemed to me
superior = The Chon Du Hwan gang conducted an operation to mop up
Kwangju = Militarism is the compulsory, universal use of violence as a means
to the ends of the state =
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IMPERIAL PANORAMA 1980
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(3) Martial Law Type =
Emergency Martial Law
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(4) Region = Entire nation
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(o) Effective date = From May 17
midnight until things return to
normal
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= DER AUFSTAND The uprising = This was the ringing of a little bell that
sounded a few seconds before each picture moved off with a jolt = the com-
mander of the South Korea-US Combined Forces John Wickham to the
Chon Du Hwan clique for suppression of the people’s uprising in Kwangju
= If that first function of violence is called the lawmaking function, this second
will be called the law-preserving function = in order to make way first for an
empty space and then for the next image = DAS KRIEGSRECHTS The martial
law = Lawmaking is powermaking, assumption of power, and to that extent
an immediate manifestation of violence = The whole city of Kwangju is a
sea of blood = DIE ARMEE The army = And every time it rang, the moun-
tains with their humble foothills, the cities with their mirror-bright windows
= frantically brandished bayonets = the railroad stations with their clouds
of dirty yellow smoke = Now Kwangju is completely blockaded from out-
side = the vineyards down to the smallest leaf = DIE AUFSTANDISCHEN IN
KWANGDSCHU The insurgents in Gwangju = “Youngsters are all mobs. Kill
them all” = Mythic violence is bloody power over mere life for its own sake =
were suffused with the ache of departure =
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(b) media, publications, reports
must receive inspection
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(c) all universities (including
vocational colleges) will shut
down for the time being
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(d) quitting work without any
. legitimate reason, work
slowdown and strikes are banned
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= [ formed the conviction that it was impossible to exhaust the splendors of the
scene at just one sitting = DAS WETTER The weather = At its inception, they
found their last audience in children = OST UND WEST = SUD UND NORD =
divine violence is pure power over all life for the sake of the living =
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‘_Q] H O E= o 2= of the North Korean puppet

:% regime A the act of making
inflammatory statements at a
public rally is not permitted

= Distant worlds were not always strange to these arts = TERROR GEGEN
AFRO-AMERIKANER IN MIAMI Terror against African Americans in Miami
= Billowing clouds of smoke and bright flames spread across the night
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sky = ALLER WELT All of the world = God opposes myth, mythic violence is
confronted by the divine = And it so happened that the longing such worlds
aroused spoke more to the home than to anything unknown = DIE MEN-
SCHENRECHTE Human rights = Justice is the principle of all divine endmak-
ing = The acquittal Saturday in Tampa of the four ex-policemen in a tele-
vised trial inflamed Miami’s black community, which has been protesting
police brutality here for several years = AFGHANISTAN = Downtown Miami
was eerie and deserted today = DIE ANNEKTIONSMASNAHMEN ISRAELS
Israel’s annexation measures = Gas stations were closed = Black youths sped
down the wide boulevards, shouting racial epithets and raising their fists
in the sign of black power = if the former [mythic violence] is bloody, the lat-
ter [divine violence] is lethal without spilling blood = DURREKATASTROPHE
IN ATHIOPIEN Drought disaster in Ethiopia = Block after block of gutted
buildings burned quietly = Shouting a one-word battle cry—“McDuffie” =
If mythic violence is lawmaking, divine violence is law-destroying = “I don’t

”_

believe our police department is a brutal police department per se

t'ﬂ (f) the citizens’ everyday
= 2] life and the freedom of

normal economic
activities are ensured

= [Police] power is formless, like its nowhere-tangible, all-pervasive, ghostly
presence in the life of civilized states = “We’re professional. You do have iso-
lated incidents like any other place” = SUDKOREA—MEINE DAMEN UND
HERREN South Korea—Ladies and Gentlemen = Kwangju, a city of suffering,
splashed with torrential blood and piled high with corpses, is indicting the
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human butchers to the whole world = “But we also realize that if someone
does something to us, they've got to be punished too” = if mythic violence
brings at once guilt and retribution, divine power only expiates = UNTER PAK
TSCHONG HI Under Park Chung Hee = “No. 2 Pak Jong Hi gang” = “Right
now, it’s a one-sided situation” = “I think this has been smoldering for a
long time” =
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= MORGEN WOLKIG Tomorrow cloudy = When it rained, there was no paus-
ing out front to survey the list of fifty pictures = BERLIN = I went inside and
found in fjords and under coconut palms the same light that illuminated my
desk in the evening when I did my schoolwork = CHILE = It may have been a
defect in the lighting system that suddenly caused the landscape to lose its color
= NIKARAGUA = But there it lay, quite silent under its ashen sky = GLUCK-
LICHEN ZUKUNFT DER MENSCHHEIT Happy future of mankind = “SAU-
BERUNGSAKTION” Cleanup operation = EL SALVADOR = DIE SANDINISTA =
DIE USA-HEGEMONIE = 75-MILLIONEN-DOLLAR = It was as though I could
have heard even wind and church bells if only I had been more attentive =

"Imperial Panorama 1980" from Mirror Nation by Don Mee Choi copyright
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