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As we sat at home clicking on click bait, we felt nostalgic for newspapers.
Down the street a journalist we knew sat at home clicking on click bait,

as she waited for a website to offer her more than “great exposure.

The populace clicked and clicked on click bait. We heard the quiet clicking,
but we no longer heard the thwack of the newspaper hitting the screen
door in the still-dark morning, which had awakened the dog, which had
barked, which had woken us up. We had paid for the newspaper to be
delivered. And we were awake, and Mr. Coffee had made us a pot of coffee,
and in the dark we were ready for the newspaper and its perfectly solved
puzzles of columns. We were ready for deep background. We were ready
for protected sources. We were ready for the inverted pyramid, for
“allegedly,” for “reportedly” We were ready for “objectivity” We were ready
for the fourth estate. We were ready for values that tried to adhere to the
Geneva Conventions, the Human Rights Charter, the Enlightenment—even
if they often failed. We had had to wait since the previous morning, and
we were ready. We were reading exactly what our neighbors were reading.
We were engaging in civic acts. We were in love with the utopia of
distribution. We did not believe everything we read; we believed ourselves
well-informed. * And then came the dismantling of the news desks, the
consolidation and then implosion of regional newspapers, the auctioning
off of our hometown newspaper’s offices, the stilling of the rotating globe
on the roof, and then its sale. * We did not miss inky fingers, but we did
miss the rustle of the overly large pages. * We were nostalgic for
newspapers we would no longer pay for, as we clicked and clicked on

free click bait in the ruins of nostalgia.
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